
HINTON ST MARY VILLAGE MEETING 
 

Minutes of the meeting held at the Village Hall 
On Thursday February 11th 2016 

At 8pm 
 

Present: -     Residents and representatives of organisations and events throughout the 
village. 
 

 1.        Introduction    
Charles Wright, Chairman of Hinton St Mary Parish Council welcomed everyone and thanked 
them for attending.       He said the main reason for the meeting was to generate support for 
the village events and activities. 
On a sad note he announced that Michael Mounch who had been so helpful with village 
events had died on Monday after a short illness and he will be sadly missed. 
He asked for another item to be added to the agenda - the Village Website. 

 Apologies 
Dick Pemberton 
Susie Burbidge who was currently travelling and was hoping to arrive before the meeting 
ended. 

 2. Village Hall Report 
Chris Hardiman explained the history of the Village Hall and the principles which led to the 
Constitution.    Enveloping several clubs and interest groups enabled the committee to apply 
for grants.     A playgroup centred in the hall was the main source of income for five years.  
The first year without this income has resulted in a small loss of £64, however bookings have 
increased and the cricket club is self supporting.  There is a fund of £6200 (5K reserve and 
£1200 for running costs.)   The Annual General Meeting had been held this evening and 
Chris Hardiman remains as Chair.   He said he would like to see the Hall used for more 
activities and discussions had taken place regarding increasing the hire charges.   At the 
moment the charge to residents is £2.50 per hour and to outsiders £3.50 per hour.  He 
recommended the hall for parties and events.   Cllr Pauline Batstone said the rates were 
very reasonable. Consideration would be given to slightly raising the hire charges at the next 
village hall meeting.   Funding for the hall was now very difficult to acquire and fund raising 
was probably the only answer to future fund provision.     In answer to questions from the 
floor he said that the hall’s availability for hire and the hire rates were advertised locally.  As 
there had previously been a youth club there was some discussion of the possibility of 
starting a new one. Chris Hardiman said if there were people willing to operate a youth club 
it would be welcomed in the village.    

 3. Village Community Fund Explanation 
Chris Hardiman explained that monies for village events could be held under the umbrella of 
one organisation who had in place the necessary qualities which demonstrated 
transparency for example a charity and could advise on health and safety, insurance etc.   In 
conversation with Dorset Community Action he advised that this would be a suitable way 
forward for the village events and organisations. The Village Hall was a registered charity 
and could take on such a role.    He was asked if this was a legal requirement and he said it 
was a recommended way forward.      It was thought that the idea was in danger of 
complexity especially for small village fund raising events.     Most people were aware of the 



need to keep spreadsheets and accounts for any activities where public money was 
involved.  
Janet Bolton confirmed that the village garden funds were held by the Church and the 
Millennium garden was covered by the Parish Council.  Gardens open was under the church 
umbrella.   The Village Show was presumed to be covered by the Village Hall but Chris 
Hardiman said this was a separate event, a possible way forward to cover this problem was 
suggested (see item 4)    
Charles Wright thanked Chris Hardiman for giving his time and expertise to investigate these 
matters.   

 4. Upcoming Village Events 
 Village Show 

Chris Thomas advised that a meeting in January failed to attract more committee members. 
He suggested that the name be changed to include the words “garden club” which would 
enable the show to be covered under the Village Hall Constitution.   There was to be 
another meeting on February 25th 7.30 in the Village Hall asking people to encourage new 
faces and bring new ideas and suggestions.  He said there must be new committee members 
and at the moment the show is provisionally booked for September 3rd. 

 Street Party 
In Susie Burbidge’s absence Charles Wright advised that the party was to be held on Sunday 
12th June and a meeting for ideas etc would be held on Monday March 14th (consult the 
village notice board or web site for time and place.) 
There was a considerable amount of form filling to do for the local authority to arrange the 
road closure and residents and businesses in the area of Ridgeway Lane would be advised.   
The Parish Council were currently in the process of application.    He said the Council would 
inform the local emergency services. 

 Christmas Party 
Anthea Harding said she was very willing to continue to arrange the Christmas party for a 
third year.  She has a great group of helpers; she hoped that younger representatives from 
the village could be encouraged to get involved as she was anxious to get their support as 
volunteers.   The next party is Friday 16th December. 

 Gardens Open 2017 
Charles Wright advised that the suggested dates were 17th/18th June 2017. 

 5. Village Garden 
Janet Bolton advised that the whole length of the hedge to the corner is in the process of 
being professionally laid.  Funds of £150 are in place and the Church is providing £100.   The 
rest will be raised by donations.   She said this will let more light into the garden.     The 
funding was not an issue but help was desperately needed to maintain the garden, a rota 
system of 3 hours a month with a dozen volunteers would be ideal.   She was concerned 
that the maintenance of the garden would become a real problem without more help and 
younger people with more strength would be the answer.   One young lady who is very 
helpful in village activities is Julie Williams.      Janet was asked about the removal of rubbish 
if occasional work was carried out and she said there was an area in the orchard where it 
was placed after a tidy up. 

 6. Mosaic 
Mark Wheeler reported that the format had changed and he had received a positive 
response.  The finances were good and he was always looking for articles. 

7. Village Defibrillator 



Chris Hardiman asked if the village would like to have a defibrillator as Sturquest would help 
by recommending funding streams.    He suggested the B.T. telephone box as a good site, 
but Charles Wright advised that B.T. had actually put the phone box on a maintenance list 
for 2016/17 and the telephone (whilst complicated) was actually live.    The smoking shelter 
outside the public house was a more central site.    Chris Hardiman was asked how much it 
would cost and said it would be around £1300, there was a small demonstrator unit if we 
wanted it at an additional cost which could be used for people to borrow and practise with.  
Training would also be made available. 
Chris Hardiman was asked to find out a little more information and to discuss the funding 
options with the parish council.    

 8. Village Website - Hintonstmary.com  
Charles Wright said that Dick Pemberton has raised the issue of the Village Website.  The 
Parish Council were legally required to be transparent and to this end published on the web 
site all details regarding the activities of the Parish Council    He asked more people to use 
the web site and also the Parish Notice Board was a good way of announcing events. 
Dick Pemberton had agreed to act as a co-ordinator for the web site so anyone wishing to 
place notice of events etc. or simply ideas for additions to the site should contact him. E-
mail ripem@btinternet.com . 
 
Any other business -    None 
 
The meeting was closed at 9.10 
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